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Local diagnosis covering the district of Kalinowszczyzna was been carried out in the framework of one of 
the areas of activities listed in the Community Arts Lab project's programme (for the purpose of the 
diagnosis an abbreviated name of CAL is being used interchangeably), which consisted of workshops 
introducing the participants to the practice of collecting and compiling output  data  for artistic and 
cultural activities in the districts of Lublin. The workshops aimed to reconstruct the image of 
Kalinowszczyzna (in everyday language also called Kalina), a n area which was the first to be covered by 
the program of artistic residencies CAL Residencies. 
 
The diagnosis, the results of which were included in this report, was created for the needs of the 
Workshops of Culture in Lublin. The context for the local diagnosis has been this year's edition of CAL 
Residencies, a project implemented as one of the events of Lublin's edition of the project East of 
Culture, which was created thanks to the commitment of the creative circles and local governments of 
Eastern Poland, the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage and the National Centre for Culture. 
 
The programme of international artistic residencies Community Arts Lab (CAL), through interventions in 
public space of the city as a place of participation and cooperation, aims at building a dialogue between 
local communities inhabiting the district of Kalinowszczyzna and artists and culture animators from 
Poland and Eastern Partnership countries. Artists representing various fields of art, take action engaging 
the residents of Kalinowszczyzna (formerly called Lviv Suburb), with active support of local culture 
animators and tutors. The project reverses the role of the artist – from a maker into a teacher and guide 
of art, while the residents are being transformed from passive observers into active consumers and 
creators of culture. 
 
There were 8 residency projects selected from an open call addressed at artists; they focused on various 
spatial areas of Kalinowszczyzna, historic objects located in the district and targeted at specific age 
groups (seniors, youth). The invited artists, using different media - ranging from fine arts through sound 
interventions to performative actions and dance - create unique projects designed for particular spaces. 
The primary value of residencies is not the work of art, but the process of participation, diagnosis of 
space and the involvement of the local community, which becomes an active creator of activities, aware 
of the place where they live. 
 
Eligible countries: 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Poland, Ukraine 
 
Local diagnosis of the Kalinowszczyzna district and its residents aimed to identify the destination for 
artistic interventions and activities, its potential and deficits, the needs of the residents and their 
notions of inhabited space. The study was conducted in the period from May to July 2014. The diagnosis 
had several stages that allowed to create an image of Kalinowszczyzna in terms of different 
perspectives, deepening the existing knowledge  about this site and verifying the previously acquired 
information. 
 
 
 
 
DATA ANALYSIS | The perspective of an outside observer 
Analysis of the existing data consisted in studying the information available on the Internet concerning 
the history of the district, as well as press materials and so called "digital traces" that allowed to reflect 
the current activities undertaken in Kalinowszczyzna's area and to diagnose the social and spatial 
problems of the district. This analysis allowed to supplement the factual  knowledge and knowledge of 
historic sites of the examined area, setting a valuable context for the actions undertaken currently in its 
area and initiatives planned in the longer term. 
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RECONNAISSANCE OF AREA | The perspective of an involved stroller 
The identification of space included a research walk around the district of Kalinowszczyczna, repeated 
several times, observation and photographic documentation, and sensory perception of the site. This 
method allowed to diagnose the state of area's infrastructure, to identify places which are neglected 
and in urgent need of revitalization and determine the places of residents' concentration, to a greater 
or lesser extent of involvement. Data collected during the research walk became the starting point to 
map the area, taking into account the objects and places important from a historical perspective 
(historic buildings), potential areas of activities suggested for the artists residing in Lublin during the CAL 
project, organizations undertaking cultural and artistic initiatives and gathering local leaders (district 
leaders), spaces significant from the logistic point of view, enabling to meet daily needs. 
 
 
 
SEMI-STRUCTURED INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS and STORYTELLING | The perspective of people directly 
related to the research area, including in particular local leaders 
 
Semi-structured individual interviews and storytelling were conducted with residents of 
Kalinowszczyzna identified during reconnaissance undertaken on the previous stages. Among the main 
areas of research three axes that were considered crucial for the planned artistic activities have been 
indicated: 1) residents (i.a. Who lives in the district, what are residents' main problems, sense of 
security); 2) district (indicating key places, places of meetings, spending free time, reconstruction of the 
centre and outskirts of the district, objects/areas requiring changes in the opinion of residents); 3) 
culture (range of participation in cultural events, the type of initiatives that residents indicate a demand 
for, sources of acquiring information on the artistic / cultural activities). 
 
Interviews were conducted with 20 people. The selection of respondents was based on snowball 
sampling (in the case of interviews with local leaders) and incidental street passer-bys. The interviews 
conducted allowed to verify the previously acquired data and enhance knowledge with more detailed 
information on the subject of the study. 
Storytelling as a form of free narration run by the respondents enabled to capture personal stories 
related to district and bringing out the memories of no longer existing places. Memories of daily users 
of the research area allowed us to clarify and focus the concept of artistic projects implemented under 
CAL. Stories incorporated into the structure of individual interventions gave them a local character, 
referring to the identity of Kalina. 
 
The report collects the results of individual stages of the research carried out during the local diagnosis 
of Kalinowszczyzna and presents them in a unified form. Narrative of identification  allows you to 
become acquainted with the character of the study area, starting from the historical knowledge and  
knowledge of historic sites, through information about the current state of the district, to detailed 
information on the residents (their needs, opinions on the place of residence, ideas about changes) and 
cultural initiatives undertaken in Kalinowszczyzna. 
 
Apart from obtaining information, the diagnosis gained a promotional dimension of the event and 
provided an opportunity to "build a base" residential projects and prepare residents for their 
implementation. Thanks to the research conducted before CAL Residencies we managed to win  the 
favor of local leaders and engage them cooperation in the implementation of individual projects, which, 
in turn, shows the importance of "reconnaissance" of the area where we intend to intervene, and the 
attitude of inhabitants to this kind of initiatives. 
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KALINOWSZCZYZNA. HISTORICAL OUTLINE | Analysis of existing data 
 
 

 
Kalinowszczyzna is located along the old route leading to Rus' (Ruthenia). This area until the end of the 
seventeenth century functioned  under the name of Lviv Suburb, which encompassed  jurydyki's 
(settlements) of the nobility and clergy excluded from municipal authorities. The course of the former 
trade route is confirmed by the location of the Salesians Monastery and church of St Agnes (formerly, 
Augustinian monastery). In the early development of the city, Lviv Suburb's location at major traffic 
routes and exit of the town played a significant role, which changed when state capital was moved to 
Warsaw. The name “Kalinowszczyzna” appears in the sources from the first half of the eighteenth 
century, and is a possessive name derived from the name Kalinowski (noble family with Kalinowa coat 
of arms , descended from Andrzej Kalinowski, a warrior killed at Obertyn in 1531. The family of 
Kalinowski held high military offices in the Former Polish Republic). 
 
Ever from the beginnings of its establishment, Kalinowszczyzna functioned essentially as an 
independent town, as evidenced by the existence until the present day of the Straw Market, where 
even in the interwar period local markets took place. The Old Jewish cemetery was located in 1555 on 
the most interesting of Kalinowszczyzna's hills called Grodzisko. The tombstones preserved at the 
cemetery prove this is the oldest facility of the type on the Polish territory, and due to the tombstone of 
the “Seer of Lublin” it is also a place of pilgrimage for Hasids and Jewish youth. At the end of the 
seventeenth century the local Jews built a brick synagogue, the building was eventually burned down in 
1944. In the seventeenth century a Franciscan (now the church of the Salesians) and an Augustinian 
(now the church of St Agnes) monasteries were located along the Rus' route. In 1655 Kalinowszczyzna 
was completely destroyed by the Cossacks and Russian armies. The monasteries were also plundered 
over that time. Residents - Poles and Jews,  experiencing various disasters (army raids, fires, etc.) could 
not effectively multiply their wealth. Kalinowszczyzna lost the statute of an independent town at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century when state capital was moved to Warsaw, and after the 
construction of the entrance to the town from the direction of Piaski therough Zamojska street, 
excluding the passing through the Old Town, Lviv Suburb found itself out of the way. 
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On December 23rd, 1939 on Grodzisko occupiers executed 10 representative of Lublin's intelligentsia 
who were imprisoned at Zamek since November. This was the first massive execution held in the city. 
Unfortunately, despite search, graves of those murdered were never found. 
 
The neglected suburb, not undergoing expansion, survived almost until the 1960s keeping its layout 
with wooden and brick houses (mostly one-storey) surrounded by lush gardens and orchards. It was 
only in 1964 when a construction of large housing complexes and building of new new communication 
routes began. Few buildings of quite a significant local value increasingly deteriorate or disappear on 
the background of concrete apartment blocks, blurring the former character of this district. 
 
The area of today's district extends from the west reaching Sienna and Podzamcze streets (formerly 
Franciscan), from the east and south the border is set by the river Bystrzyca, stretch of Czechówka river 
from its outlet at Sienna street, to its the mouth. Kalinowszczyzna street (runs through the old trade 
route dating back to pre-location days), on the south it is characterized by suburban and, in places, rural 
buildings from local limestone and “panel houses” of the housing estate (the 30th Anniversary housing 
estate, Niepodległości estate, 40th Anniversary estate and Kolejarz Estate), on the north reaching the 
city limits. The district includes the so-called. Białkowska Górka and the Old Jewish cemetery - 
Grodzisko. In the nineteenth century, a gorge was dug out through Kalinowszczyzna and it was made 
into a road, giving the present shape of the street. 
 
The 30th Anniversary housing estate. Between 1969 and 1975 the second housing estate owned by the 
“RSM Motor” housing estate was constructed – the 30th Anniversary (of the Polish People's Republic). It 
has been skillfully integrated into the landscape of Kalinowszczyzna, and was designed them Rita and 
Tadeusz Nowakowski. At that time, 19 buildings  were constructed (in the years 1990-1991, they were 
joined by two more). A total of 21 blocks, with a total area of 78,430 square meters, were inhabited by 
about 5,000 people in 1,706 apartments. In the gorge next to  the estate a mini football stadium was 
built between 2010 and2011, which is used by the local football team MKS "Kalina" Lublin. 
 
Niepodległości housing estate. The construction of Niepodległości housing estate began in 1972 
according to the project Rita and Tadeusz Nowakowski. The composition of 30 buildings - 15 high-rise 
buildings and 15 blocks five-storey was incorporated in the natural lay of the land. It is the largest 
housing estate owned by Workers' Housing Co-operative "MOTOR". It is inhabited by 6.5 thousand. 
people in 2,318 apartments, with a total area of 104,746 square meters. 
 
Back in the early 90s, Odeon Community Club was founded in the Kalinowszczyzna district. It operates 
tto the present day, focusing residents of all ages from kindergarten children to senior citizens, 
organizing their free time, conducting various forms of social activities, both educational and artistic 
ones.  
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RECONNAISSANCE OF AREA | KALINOWSZCZYZNA FROM A WALK'S PERSPECTIVE 
 
 

 
 
Kalinowszczyzna makes an impression of a separate town with a very diversified structure. Large panel 
houses' estates are accompanied by landscapes values of the district - gorge, hills, views of the valley 
Bystrzyca and the panorama of the Old Town. Kalinowszczyzna is commonly divided into the so-called 
Old and New Kalina. This division is not purely urban, it is also embedded in the mentality of the people, 
which is particularly evident in the statements defining the places considered dangerous or not worthy 
of attention. New Kalina's area consists of blocks, though still with a large area of green areas 
surrounding the settlements, while the old Kalina resembles a suburban and rural areas. Located very 
close to the centre, it remains in deep contrast from it. The buildings concentrated along 
Kalinowszczyzna street are to a large extend the historic residential buildings, which are mainly one-
storey houses made of limestone, dating back to the second half of the eighteenth century and the 
nineteenth century. 
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A large part of the historic buildings and facilities that serve bringing together the community are 
located along this street, among them: 

1) The Old Jewish cemetery in Lublin – the cemetery is the oldest Jewish cemetery located in 
Lublin and one of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in Lublin, and the matzeva located there 
represent some of the most precious monuments of Polish and Europe; 

2) the church of St Agnes and  Augustinian monastery in Lublin; 
3) Salesians Monastery (former Franciscan monasteries); 
4) Wincenty Pol's Manor House; 
5) the chapel at the intersection of Kalinowszczyzna and Dembowskiego streets in Lublin; 
6) the figure at the St. Agnes church on Kalinowszczyzna street in Lublin (Virgin Mary crushing a 

snake underfoot) 
7) The well at the Straw Market in Lublin. The well at the Straw Market is one of three wells that 

existed in the Kalinowszczyzna suburb in the second part of the 19th century. The Straw Market, 
a large square which today constitutes a town square, used to be a market place. Trade of 
fodder for cattle took place here. The whole area adjacent on the south side from the 14th 
century constituted a so-called Jurydyki's (settlements). Today it is a very neglected area, 
although repeatedly indicated by residents as one requiring revitalization. The urban layout of 
the so-called Straw Market - Kalinowszczyzna covered the area between the streets: Tartarska, 
Kleeberga, Władysława Andersa Avenue, Tysiąclecia Avenue.  

 
 
 
The image of Old Kalina prevails also in the perception of residents and district's regulars who valuate it 
- the place is described as charming and picturesque, or even – they tend to mythologize  it: 
 
“A beautiful district, one of the most beautiful in Lublin, with great traditions - the Salesians' Church, St 
Agnes church, a direct connection to Czwartek district, one just needs to go through the tunnel. It was 
one, Czwartek and this district. The oldest districts in Lublin, after the war they underwent significant 
changes and were industrialized. Despite all the blocks and the socialist buildings, the district has its 
own character - hills, gorges, loads of greenery. " 
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“The entire Kalinowszczyzna (street) is a cool place. I do not know what is so special about it. But when 
you walk along this street on the one hand there is a modern housing estate and on the other, these 
small, almost rural, houses, churches, the manor house, an old complex of the Old Kalina with the Straw 
Market, the well. I think I see the Kalinowszczyzna that was once, not the one that is right now. I 
watched a lot of drawings. And as I walk this alley I see those drawings. " 
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A walk carried out in the area of Kalinowszczyzna allowed to create an initial diagnosis of the state of 
planning and infrastructure, and identify some of the problems faced by the district and its residents, 
i.a.: 
1) Places requiring urgent revitalization – the Straw Market Square and Singer's Square 
2) Abandoned buildings, falling into disrepair located at Kalinowszczyzna street, with a particularly 
interesting brick house made of limestone (Kalinowszczyzna No. 58) 
3) The poor condition of pavements, among others, of roads, sidewalks, which is confirmed by the 
statements of the respondents: 
 
“(...) the sidewalks are in a terrible state – I see people support themselves on a cane ... Another 
problem is the lack of space for the youth and kids ... Perhaps these places exist, but parents do not 
know about them .... The kids play on football pitch, which is in terrible condition here, in the 40th 
Anniversary estate. The surface is no use for a cool, safe play, and we don't have that here.” 
 
“(...) It's poor, although the condition of the pavement has been improving lately.” 
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4) A very limited number of places to spend free time, optionally, misbehaviour,  negligence or limited 
access (closing os spaces with great animation and recreational potential): 
 
“(...) Definitely poor state of the playgrounds, little space to spend free time, for instance lack of a cafe, 
a barbecue area, fireplace, picnics, recreation. (...) " 
 
 
 
SEMI-STRUCTURED INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS and STORYTELLING | The perspective of people directly 
related to the research area, including in particular local leaders 
 
 

 
 
District and its residents 
 
The image of Kalinowszczyzna in the eyes of its residents is very diverse. The relationship of some of 
them with their place of residence seems to be significant, which is expressed by them especially in a 
popular phrases that function in the area, such as "Kalina - the capital of Lublin", "Kalina - the centre of 
Lublin." It is difficult to point of to an agreement among the respondents, as for the demographic 
structure of the area - on one hand, it is referred to as a quarter of old people, on the other changes can 
be noticed - young couples and families appearing in the area ("At the moment, we are in the time of 
revitalization - young people are moving in, they have children. You can see that watching the 
participants of classes at Odeon Club. In the past it was mainly young people, today most of them are 
children. This used to be a district of old people, now that is changing."). Some of the residents 
described themselves as "incoming from the countryside" and "people resettled from other districts." 
An interesting fact, however, is that there are multi-generational families ("people live on a pile of 
several generations in one apartment"), which also illustrates one of the social problems of 
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Kalinowszczyzna, which is the lack of jobs and poverty and lack of ideas for spending free time ("poverty 
, unemployment, old people who do not know what to do with themselves... with their free time ... the 
kids sitting at on the staircases, smoking, drinking ... for them designer drugs are daily bread.. the boys 
waste their live, they do. .. and old people ... "). A frequent opinion among residents is the statement 
that: 
 
“Kalina is a district of old people, young mothers and the unemployed grandparents." 
 
"A lot of the elderly, such grandpas, like … they sit at the blocks, and talk about us, how we are... there 
are some middle-aged people, working, and us, the young people, children of the district” 
 
 
Kalinowszczyzna is often described by its inhabitants as a picturesque and charming district , especially 
because of the green areas and the aforementioned Kalinowszczyzna street. Asked about the most 
general outline of their view on the district, the respondents say:   
 
“Generally it is separated from the city,  an oasis of tranquility, a separate island, because we are 
already...especially my housing estate, the 40th Anniversary estate, this is the end of Lublin's city (...) 
There is no influx of other residents from the rest of the city and a greater concentration of people is not 
created here, you can simply come back here and feel like in the countryside. For me, living in Kalina 
feels like I was not living in such a large city like Lublin at all.” 
 
“Kalinowszczyzna is (...) a green part of Lublin, where you can find your own place." 
 
"A big advantage of this place is a good design - in terms of urban layout. Irregular terrain creates a 
certain intimacy." 
 
“The district is located just off Bystrzyca. It has a hilly layout, the blocks are on the slopes." 
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A significant amount of green areas within the district - the gorge, squares, woodlot surrounding 
residential buildings - in the words of the residents is the leading asset of the quarter. In 
correspondence with this, the historic nature of Kalinowszczyzna is also appreciated: 
 
“Kalinowszczyzna is one of the oldest districts, one of the greenest districts, located near the downtown 
partially it actually covers the downtown. The space has historic buildings, there is the oldest Jewish 
cemetery in Poland. There are buildings from the 1947 or the turn of the 1940s of the twentieth century. 
Most of the buildings on the Lwowska street are from the 1970s (...). " 
 
 
Among the most frequently visited places, mentioned with a certain fondness or just favourite places, 
the residents Kalinowszczyzny list Kalinowszczyzna street ("the so-called Old Kalina – it is most climatic 
thanks to the old buildings"), the gorge ("green, quiet, you can breathe" "It's green there, pretty ... 
unless you step into dog shit ... [laughs], but what the hell, there is nothing to complain about the 
gorge. We come from a rural area, we miss the greenery, nature, and we have a beautiful gorge! I guess 
in no time they will build something there - a supermarket or a panel block. People in the city do not 
need green money ... Money makes the world go round! "), the football school, the football pitch ("a 
cool space - more and more people use it "). The above-mentioned places were cited by the majority of 
respondents.  On occasions, some of them pointed to less popular areas which were important for 
them due to the fact of living in the area - for example, Daszyńskiego street ("In the evening you can go 
out there on the green areas with a dog, make a barbecue (...)"), or a frequently walked route and an 
encountered avenue of acacia trees ("Here is where I get off, near Lidl, I cross the roundabout and go 
up to school No. 44. There is such a beautiful alley of trees - acacia. Walking towards the 40th 
Anniversary estate - there is no car traffic"). The last statement at the same time points to the the 
increasing problem of lack of public places, which was also expressed or implied by other respondents - 
in the form of a demand for meeting places - squares, cafés, places to dance and the like, for instance: 
 
“Somewhere to sit, one has no place to sit and drink tea ... We sit at the blocks and it's no surprise the 
young do it, if we, the old, do the same.”   
 
 
Kalinowszczyzna the general opinion is considered a dangerous neighborhood, "rogue", one in which it 
is better not to visit after dark, not to walk through the streets and alleys at night. The diagnosis 
conducted revealed that it is only half the truth. What is more - respondents often deny this stereotype 
of the district. When asked whether they consider Kalinowszczyzna a dangerous place, they answer: 
 
"Well, just like everywhere. On the Deptak you can also get punched in the face. But the district is safe. I 
do not feel fear that there are dangerous places here, where I would be afraid to walk after dark. 
Perhaps some time ago it was the area around the Straw Market - it was the Jewish quarter; after the 
war it was a place where the Jews who returned from various places in Poland gathered. (...) The 
remnants of the Jewish town was inhabited by lumpenproletariat, a small number of them still lives 
there – there are people who are so tired that they are not able to do anyone harm. (...) Sometimes, out 
of curiosity, they come out, but they are already wrecked people. (...) There is no such place that would 
make me repelled. This is one of best places to live. If I had to look for a place to live now, I would live 
here." 
 
"[Kalina is dangerous?] - Noooo, nothing ever happened to me here. I know these guys from diapers ... 
they are no bad children, only what they have to do with themselves, without education, without work, 
their fathers drinking, grandfathers drinking - what are they to do? With such an example at home ... 
Generally, they do not fights here, I have not heard. " 
 
"There are different opinions on this subject. From what I heard I know that Kalina is recognized as one 
of the most dangerous neighborhoods in Lublin ... But from my experience I do not agree with this 
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opinion. I've never had any unpleasant incident." 
 
 
Potential sense of danger is caused by social ailments cumulating in the district - pathology, addictions – 
in particular alcoholism; the place indicated most often as dangerous is the Straw Market and the 
Towarowa street: 
 

 
 
 
"Kalinowszczyzna is not dangerous, probably it's just as in other districts. Built with the panels, it  makes 
the places devastated, nobody cares about cleanliness. [The problem of Kalinowszczyzna is] a bad 
reputation from the times of the relocations. And alcoholism. People without a job, they do not have 
anything to do with themselves. There is no such danger that scares you off from going out. There are 
no prospects for these people – they drink all day.” 
 
"[A dangerous place?] - Towarowa street in the past, now it has changed a little bit, but back in the days 
it was by far the most dangerous part of the district. And Okrzei and Lwowska streets. 'Beijing' blocks 
stretching along - a lot of families, different people in one place. " 
  
"[What place do you consider particularly dangerous?] - Towarowa street - peculiar people live there. 
With alcohol problems, perhaps poorer. Children are little taken care of. It;s not good going there - 
neither by day nor by night.” 
 
Another place recurring in the statements as problematic and dangerous is the so-called Beijing: "An 
interesting company, pathology, thieves. Never mind, you go and ask." 
 
 
The cultural offer and the residents' expectations 
 
A common opinion in Kalina is the lack of a diverse cultural offer in terms of age groups. A frequent 
situation is that people not only have no interest in what is happening in the district, but they do not 
expect specific initiatives in the area, because of the proximity of Kalinowszczyzna to the Centre, 
especially the Old Town, where they can take part in various events. The leading centers animating the 
community inhabiting the district are: 
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Odeon Club - the organization operates for 50 years. It specializes mainly in cultural education - art, 
dance, music, vocal, modeling or chess classes, floral or ecological workshops. The Club organizes the 
Neighbours Day in cooperation with Municipal Family Assistance Centre; 
 
The Salesians – work with the youth, organize sport classes. 
 
Narnia House of Culture – a new place on the cultural map of Lublin with a wide range of workshops, 
artistic and educational projects. An independent initiative, which was created on the initiative of 
Lublin's Association of Fantasy "The Citadel of Sirius" and the Foundation T.E.A.M. Teatrikon. Since 
August 2014 a "Stanisław Lem Non-Public Fantasy Library” functions at the seat of Narnia.  
 
House of Culture Kalinowszczyzna at Tumidajskiego street – offers workshops and educational 
activities for children, youth, adults and seniors. It also organizes meetings and festivals, among others, 
Children's Day. 
 
One of the fundamental problems in the context of the cultural initiatives taken in the area of 
Kalinowszczyzna is the lack of information flow. Very often the respondents do not have any knowledge 
of the activities carried out in their area, or they know about them, "from what they heard”: 
 
“It seems that most of the cultural events is organized in the House of Culture on Tumidajskiego, but I've 
never been there and I do not know what House of Culture has to offer." 
 
While respondents see initiatives targeted to seniors, and taken by, among others, the nursing home or 
the Group of Support Centres, the main preoccupation is the youth wandering in the district; they 
cannot organize their free time, there is nowhere to go; the district does not provide a cultural offer for 
them which would meet their interest: 
 
“I've seen older people on some dance parties. I saw dance parties in the House of Culture, but not here, 
on our side, I have only seen such dances on Tumidajskiego [...]. And the youth, they probably just have 
nowhere to spend their time. I do not know at all what young people would like to do now. Even the 
elderly have more things to do. 'Grandpas' [nursing home residents] organize something, or those clubs. 
The kindergarten children also have some activities. It is certainly wrong that young people are not 
allowed to play on the school fields. They don't even have a place to play ball, because there are 
prohibitions. Because at the block you can't play, in other places too  ... they have to be somewhere. 
There are no matches they can play – one block against another, or a class against a class. After all, that 
would be some form of letting off steam. And at the Salesians, I suppose, it is a little different - but they 
are perhaps more inclined to work with young people. They simply are like that. There was once a priest 
Wiesław here, he went out with the young to play. He took off his cassock and was running around 
kicking the ball. But he's gone...." 
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Respondents notice not only the lack of the cultural offer, sometimes allegations are directed also at 
the residents and their mentality - non-participation in social life, no tradition of going out, all of this 
raises a clear need for action, which would allow to build relationships between residents: 
 
"There's nothing here, and besides, there is no tradition of going out, meeting at a café. Only the guys 
go out – they go for a beer. And for them, there is a beer bar. " 
 
"I think that designing specific objects where residents could meet, would help developing closer 
relations between them. Well-designed squares with places for a common feasting would serve as an  
excellent use of green areas.” 
 
 
 
Among expectations mentioned by respondents is also the demand for culture generally described as 
"high culture": 
 
"People need high culture, classical music - this is always ticketed and expensive, inaccessible. People 
want such high culture, which is very little off in Lublin and is in specific places, such as a the 
Philharmonic Hall. We are afraid of the momentum in Lublin, we are a province, maybe that's the 
reason... Really high-class art – with a world-famous master, not a provincial one. Events with great 
pomposity, in which the price will not be a barrier. And regular events, long-term action, systematic. 
Even a concert at the Centre for Culture – this is quite expensive. There is no high culture. Maybe it is a 
way of thinking - if we are a province, let's thin provincial.” 
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As a place most natural space for the cultural interventions the respondents choose the gorge - "these 
gorges can be made into places where there is live... so that they are friendly places. Some benches 
could come in handy. I do not know if the grass is cut there, nobody cares about it." In the opinion of 
the inhabitants, the most needed actions are those that allow integration through joint activities, 
preferably incorporating the elderly, for example collective work in the gardens at the blocks: 
 
"[What initiatives do you think are missing at Kalinowszczyzna?] - Doing things together, for example 
something in the gardens in front of the blocks - to encourage elderly people. For instance, beautiful 
pines were cut out, because they were planted illegally - nonsense. People need contact with the soil." 
 
"I do not know, maybe some sort of a picnic with competitions for children ... and for us, the old, too  ... 
some fun plays, and something for the boys ... but I do not know what - they do not need the festivals, 
but work, they make festivals for themselves at the staircases.” 
 
"I have a dream of a place in Kalina such as the Bridge of Culture. Where at least once a month you 
could go out, sit in the open air, have something good to eat, meet friends, bring your children and the 
elderly." 
 
Interviews with residents confirmed their curiosity and openness to the project. We have not 
encountered with the recommendations of giving up the actions in the district, most of the time the 
proposed actions meet the expectations of residents in relation to the lack of leisure time activities and 
the necessity of activation of the local community. 
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Kalina in the eyes of the residents is a friendly place with great cultural potential. The reference point is 
the historic function of the district and the legacy in the form of today degraded space. Respondents 
are aware of the changes taking place in the district, thanks to which "Kalina is no longer what it used to 
be" - a district associated with crime and excluding strangers. Today, all the negative qualities attributed 
to the district are considered stereotype, which does not mean that other people could not see the 
fundamental maladies of Kalina. The answer to some of them may be activities carried out in the 
framework of CAL artistic residencies. 
 
 

CAL Residencies project is carried out as one of the events of Lublin's edition of the project East of 
Culture, which was created thanks to the commitment of the creative circles and local governments of 
Eastern Poland, the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage and the National  

 

 

 

 


